In Retrospect
By David E. Davis_Jr.

I phone rngs [t's Ere Dabl
guist  in Cahilemis  calling

Wil vou g0 to Hemo and dnve
A 19461 Packard wondhie thar Harrah's Aute
Collsction just pstarsd™ A “woodie™ he
calls 1t A wondie. It's not a wowndie, for
hagven s nake, 15 a station wagen. A wigon
for going to the station—whieh in 1940
impied that you were pally znmebody
berause only the very best people sould
afford ta bve in the country and rammute
i the ity
O course, Tl do it I'm a statesn wagon
fremk anyway 1 love stalion wagons. espe-
caally worsden ones. And this one is very
spocinl. The classie Packard grille ouding
the way for a long, appropnately aquiline,
arislocratic noae. A prow thet clenves the
wir for & vast wooden box of a body A

Abave; ™

bedy of ash and barch. Eoough wood 1o
panel 5 prelty pwe Alpme hanting bxdee
A bhody shaut Ui same hetghi as your
average teiephone brsth. A tall, handsome,
aablesse ablige kind of var from a time
when ferms bke “upper crust” snd Ccafe
sacwiy " were meaningful sncial ndicators
aid the country was murh more neatly
compartineninbized whers ane’s clanc was
convernetd

Parfard wa= dying in 18480 The deeass
fiad been diagnosed s oo parrew u mnge
of models clustered in the high-proed
hracksr and the cure prescrbed was the
addition of a buach of cheapy sixoeylinder
peendn-Packards at the other snd of the
markes weale. In 1904 they sven cheapensd
the sight-eslindsr cors, and in 1999 they
dropped their 12-cy hnder model But thers
weee 213l a lot of Packand lwvers out thers
i VMO, and the One-Sity Super Kight
Station Wagas would have been their Kind
of vor. It lovked Bke a Pockard and, as
& statinn wagon. 11 was aignsd gl the old
Packand status marker. A nce ear for nwe
wealthy peaplr,

Perfect” What could be more nght for

.. there were stll a lot of Packard locers out there in 19909, grd the One.Sexty
Super Eght Stativn Wagon woulid hate been their Rind of cor 11 was aimed af the ol
Packard statws markel.” Below. “The engine was o poropes of no-ronecsae 1940

an auting with a 1240 Peckard statien
wagon than a trip ts Reno” | mean, Henn
was exactly the sort of place where yau'd
have eypected to mee Packard station
wagsns running amund in P340 Heno was
the zort of place Packand station wagon
people went. All the baggies went 1o Henn,
Yeus'd devade to divarce whichever move
atar you were married &9 at the moment
and vou'd fly ont to Hene to do i And
when vou stepped off that g siiver O3
at the airpory yoo'd find that the hoted had
st 9 guy dvwn to gk vog up m a—wlat
elaet— Packard statun wagan

But this = no srdinary Packard station
swagon, bocatse Rens s no ardinary town
aned yoeu are no erdinary biggie This = &
Parkarnd One-Hixty Super Eyht Stetion
Wagon. Let the proles and the, you know,
rogrear ricke, nide sround i the standard
Une-Ten and One-Twenty station wagons.
This is probably the only station wagoen
sver buill on the One-Sinty Super Eight
chawis, and vou're rahing through the
streets of Heoo moat, kd Hor syaf!

Thie ene has twin spam Gres mounted
s the frmt feaders. The cummy Hizke
Parkard One-Ten only has one spare and
it's mounted behind the front aeat 11 vou
can wmaginet The One-Twenty carries s
mngle sutside spare mounted in the nght
front fender, at least, but i just doesn'y
make the same kiod of slaternent as a
One-Sixey Super Eght. And tale about
stalemenits . . the Packand you're nding
in has discreet Hitle chrome moessages
mounted s the spare tire covers that agy
AIR CONDITIONED A condiioned’
Mast of the people in the United States
Have aever even been {nan alr conelitioned
buifchng. for God's sabe, and here vou are
i an ;i eonditenned guiomotele, A Pack-
ard Hest for 1040

You sit wnside this Packard Omne Sixty
Super Bight Station Wagon and it's Iike
sittang mnuide 5 prewar cabin reniser, Partly
it's beeause of all the wood aa the inside,
On the msule’ The sade pansls are burch
plywond and the headliner 1 made of Jung
curved sirips of azh, aboat an inch wids,
hebd i place by besutifully fitted ash
€T Wers. The senls ars very bost.
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auinmotive virtue. It wos a siroght sight | of 356 cubic inches. Heady stuff.”
—

nesshilie affaws, sxpossd steel tube frames
with leatheretie upholstery stpvtehed over
the e kind of springs ossd i the Pack-
ard sedane of the period,

The ride is bimthike ton, It's the classac
American car ode that sl ue sports car
people complatned about in the vears after
Waorld War 11 Safe-T-fleX suspenson,
Alsaofutely smosth. Seft. Good directional
siahility, but o very teniotive, pssimistic
feeling going around corners. 1t doss roil
same. Ur perbaps, because of the altniude
of the orvupnnts’ eusischian tubes above
strewt level, it just fewls ke w's mlling
Anyway, back wm UMD, Amenca’s over-
achievers had no interest iy handling as
we hnow 11 todav, You drove fust oo the
straights and =ivwed down for the camems
... u lot. The popular actien of a lugh.
apeed corner was execuled in seomething
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