IN RETROSPECT
renfinued
sannnt help boing impressed by the very
hich guality of the One-Suty Super
Eizght Station Waren Tt is suwh mame
fike 1 very expensive European luzury
ear than anv confempoiry Amenean
ciar m the Porkard class

In order to own a var ble ths in 14
yau'd have arranged for Paclued (o sell
vou 8 Model 1HEL 16D chassis with {ull
{ront-ensd sheat matal and ship @ o the
Hereules Hady Company st 31501 W
Frunkiin Street in Fvansville, Tndians
The mpning choses would hoave epst
voy phout $1.450 amd the Herrules body
perhaps another 83,506

Your o%:-a:u;g watild have had o wheet
base of 127 inches: frunt tread width
5 3416, rear tremd wulth 5205, Packand
Lterature of the period descrihes the
frame as s “Toapered [-Beam X-Mam-
ber.” The Safe T fleX suspension eon-
siwied of coil spongs in the frant with
Jever-type shocks and an snti sway bar,
and semi-clliptic lenf springs at the rear
with gireralt-lype  hydmubie  shocks
Brakes were Parkond servochydeaulic
12-inch drums at all four corners, with
fimangs 205 inrhes wide. 11 ool a thres
peand m I sron with oal
umn-mounted sinft lever, and Hoteldias
droe earredd  the powee back te the
Hypoud rear axle — which in itself was
still new enough to rats special men-
ton in the specifications — and a final
drive mtin of 400 Pachund’s Feona-
Iheive, an everdrive with {roe-whesling
was aptional al extra cost. Tires were
T X I8 with the widest whitewalls
vou peer saw in vour whels enting life

The engine was a parason of no-
ponsense 1840 oulomative virtue. 1€ was
5 styaight eight with s 8'5-in, bore and
a 4%5-In. siroke that mudtiplied nul o o
displacement of 356 cubic inches, Tt wos
& nice simple flat-head — pone of your
nnlay swerheod cams or valves or push-
rods or any of that monkey-motion. No
#ir. An L-hewl Fundamental autome
tive fruth. 1f breathed sut 160 hovse-
prwer at 3500 spm and fentared o
modern-ns-inmoriow ne-fead or low-lead
svnpression ratin of G451 Heady stufl.

The Hercules prople clothed all thie
mechnnies! conservalism in o womlen
body that weuld maks the cabinetz in
vour Jwemwee ok lke pocking coses
Beuntiful joints. No sharp edges Plane
hinges wherever one panel must swing
away frum another. Piane hinges The
four was virtusily Bt and coverad with
aiew, sensibie mbber mat. There were
no svenlb-windows in the front, hut the
rearmost side windows could alide apen
for half their length. The back window
flipped upwird aod eould he annp-locked
ints position and the taileate folded
Hal, strong envugh 9 support exirs rar
26 when necesanry, The whole parkage
welghed 3805 s when it relled out the
donr in Evansville.

frmne

The hasie intenior configurstion forafl

Parkard warons was a 323 seating ar-
rangement, not unhks Chevialet's pres
ent-doy Saburban Carrv.all. This lsyoul
provided an awsle from the right-hand
rear door tu the rearmist seat. However
i was popular o eliminate the twe
jussenzer second seal sod move the

third seat forward, whirh provided more |
luggnge spoce and stll accommedated
a total of six adults—plenty for mest

families
What's must impressive is the Pack

hard's quiet comfort. Tt deesa’t sattle
singd hang like most confemporiey wag-

ons. Oh, it creals &8 hitle, bul what
varkt doesn’t? The eagine is viclually
silent. Not becouse there gre grent wads
ol Ghroos matting and clots of rublber
atuffed in botwern voe anid 3, but be
epuse 1t's 0 guiet engine. With no oone
pheated wabe gear and hanlly any
engine-ilriven srcessoaries, it just doesn’t
make any noise Withaut armopsme,
without accusation, the old Packard
Uhme-Sisty Super Fight Statien Wapon
mabes it pretey elear that there hen’t

heen much autemoiive progress, really,

winee 1540

Harral's wugon = so poe thet 8%
pupubinr with the bows and others as a
regular business veldole Az a resull, o
affers 4 couple of refinements the elderiy
Patish emlismen on East Grand Beoule-
yard pever theusht of The air condd
tinning has been re-routed o0 blow ool
air Trom boneath the dash lnsteasd of s
148 loration behind the rear seat, and
n modern compressar has replaced the
ald Packand wnir up front. There's a
reell har hidden in the wood werk behingd
the rear doors, and the rear spspensien
has heen npdated with the addition of a
Dielen juad-feveling deviee. Bot Jike av.
erything else aboul the ears in Haorrah's
incredible, immaculste eollertion, even
these modifientions seem logica! and
right and see gecepts them in the spinit
in whirh they were intended.

Ty Packard One-Rixty Super Eight
Station Wagen actually started hife ax
twe Packards. One war a 1940 Packard
One-Sixty Super Fight Touring Sedan
and the other was a One-Twenty station
wagnn of similer vintage, The Herrules
bisdy was duplivated by the Havenh o
gunizatien's own craftumen, osing as
many odds and enids of lardware and
equipment ss could be aaved from the
old wogon, whils moxd of the original
Parkiard components came intact {rom
the big BSuper Bight sedun.

However it came about, the result ie
2 glomous statement of what the gead
life was hike back in antebellum 1240,
Let's use it fonight “Fantagia™ ia pre-
mierdng gl 8 movie bowe in Truckes,
and we'll be able W lisien 1o Fibber
Meliee and Molly on the wav ever/my
Harrek's Awtamnbile Collectinn, an of«
iraction of Harrak's Hotelf Casine, Reno
and Lake Tahore, Nevada,
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